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enthusiastic ardour; their wasted ranks were filled with thou-
sands of recruits; and in a few months they were formidable
in numbers at least, the infantry still raw and bad, but the
horse good. An important reinforcement, too, had arrived:
Louis had sent 6000 or 7000 French troops to Ireland to the
assistance of the fugitive king of England.
The contest in Ireland had become so doubtful, ^that
William had resolved to conduct it in person. He landed at
Carrickfergus in June 1690; it is still difficult to explain why
he did not aim at Dublin. He was at the head of an army of
about 36,000 men, composed of many races and tongues,
English, Danes, Brandenburgers, Dutch, Germans, but well
disciplined and prepared for the field; two bodies were con-
spicuous in the motley array, the Enniskilleners thirsting for
another Newton Butler, and Huguenot exiles eager to avenge
the great wrong of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes.
William tacitly condemned the late campaign of Schomberg;
though usually methodical and slow in war, he made his
advance as rapid as possible; on the evening of the 3oth June
his army had reached the northern bank of the Boyne, the
stream that here divides the counties of Louth and Meath.
James had been advised by the French officers to fall back
behind the line of the Shannon, the enemy being greatly
superior in strength; but the Irish leaders had insisted on
defending Dublin; and the Irish soldiery burned to strike a-
blow at the " Saxon." The King's forces were perhaps 30,000
strong, all, except the French, and the Irish cavalry, of very in-
ferior quality; they occupied the southern bank of the Boyne
and had been made ready to fight a pitched battle. The veteran
Schomberg was the chief of William's lieutenants; the youthful
Berwick, a bastard of James, the warrior of Alraanza on another
day, was in the ranks of the French auxiliaries. But the hero
of the Irishry was Patrick Sarsfield, a scion of a House of the
old Englishry, who had done good service with Churchill at ]